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The archbishop and canons preferred to him a canonry; but his
constant attendance in the choir did not hinder or abate his zealous
application to all his former functions in the care of souls. The Emperor
Charles IV, having reigned thirty-two years, renowned for wisdom and
piety, died at Prague in 1378, crowned with the benediction of his subjects
For though he had achieved no great exploits, he had always been a lover
and protector of the church and his people. By great largesses to the
electors he procured his son Wenceslas to be chosen King of the Romans
in 1376. This prince succeeded him in the empire upon his death, the
year following, being only sixteen years old. Intoxicated with power and
flattery, he discovered early symptoms of the most savage and vicious
inclinations, by which he has deserved the infamous surnames of the
Slothful and the Drunkard, He resided at Prague, and hearing high
commendations of St John, he pitched upon him to preach the Lent to
his court. The holy man saw how difficult and dangerous a task it would
be to make the emperor relish the genuine truths of the gospel, as he was
not unacquainted with his stupid and brutish temper. However, he
accepted the employ, and was much applauded by the court and by the
emperor himself; and his discourses proved for some time a check to his
passions. In testimony of his esteem he offered the saint the first vacant
bishopric, which was that of Leitomeritz, but no motives could prevail
upon him to accept of that dignity. It was thought that perhaps the care
and labours inseparable from such a charge contributed to his refusal.
He was therefore offered the provostship of Wischeradt, which (next to
the bishoprics) is the first ecclesiastical dignity in the kingdom of Bohemia,
and to which are annexed great revenues of one hundred thousand German
florins a year, with the honourable title of hereditary chancellor of the
kingdom, and this without dangers or fatigues. But to reason thus is not
to know the saints. If they refuse great places when they present labours
to their zeal and crosses to their virtue, what must they think of those
which offer nothing but riches and honours? The virtuous canon was
therefore here again as firm as ever. But the more he shunned the esteem
of men the more it followed him. He, however, accepted soon after the
office of almoner of the court, which could only give him an authority
and assistance the better to perform his duty as preacher to the court,
and enable him in a private capacity to assist the poor and to gain souls
to God. Nor had this charge either the distractions or the riches or honours
which had so much affrighted him in the dignities before mentioned. Thus
humility fixed him in the court whither ambition leads others. He appeared
there the same man he had been in his private life. His apartment was
the rendezvous of all that were in affliction or distress. He declared him-
self their general advocate, and the father of the poor and of all who suffered
by unjust oppressions. His charity was also sagacious in finding out and